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Minutes – May 22, 2014 Communication Coordinators Meeting 

Dick Axt 
Michelle Babbie 
Crystal Barringer 
Linda Chesebro 
Jim Cichon 
Sharon Crowe 
 

Kristin Dardano 
Megan Dellecese 
Michael Finnerty 
Ken Ford 
Emily Gibson 
Paul Girsdansky 
Vicky Greenman 

Steve Inzer 
Crystal Keck 
Hilda Moses 
Susan Palmieri 
Katie Parker 
Anne Reilly 
Jill Schaal 

Susan Scheu 
Cindy Staley 
Terri Stile 
Tanja Tamburino 
Karen Zaleski 
Helen Zyma 

Absent: Crystal Barringer, Ken Ford, Vicky Greenman, Anne Reilly, Terri Stile, Tanja Tamburino 

I. Welcome – This meeting of the Communication Coordinators Committee was held on 

the Oneida BOCES Main Campus.   

II. 2014 Regional Read – The Mid York Library System 2014 Regional Read will have a 

“Grassroots Read” theme, with a celebration of local agriculture.  This year’s event will 

break the mold of the one book program, and will instead feature three books with the 

related theme of agriculture.  The books featured are: The Dirty Life: A Memoir of 

Farming, Food, and Love, by Kristin Kimball, for adult and advanced readers; Potatoes 

on Rooftops: Farming in the City, by Hadley Dyer, for middle-grade readers; and Tops & 

Bottoms, by Janet Stevens, for young and beginning readers.  More information will be 

forthcoming, along with information on how to be involved in this event.  

III. WCNY News – Debbie Stack, Director of Education and Community Engagement at 

WCNY in Syracuse, presented information on programs and opportunities to educators 

available at WCNY.  The Enterprise America Center at WCNY is of particular interest 

for schools, and features a program designed for middle school groups.  Classes spend the 

day at the Enterprise America Center, and create businesses and a civic structure.  

Schools can cross-contract with OCM BOCES to participate in this opportunity.  Please 

contact WCNY for specific information.  Other notes of interest at WCNY include 

workshops that are offered at no charge, Regents Review classes (online only), the Tree 

House Tales Writing Contest for students in grades one through four, and Clifford the 

Big Red Dog.  The Clifford costume is still available to be shared.  Check the WCNY 

website for more information on these topics and many more: http://www.wcny.org/ 

IV. SSL Conference Report – The School Library System offered five $200 mini-grants to 

people who wanted to attend the NYLA-SSL conference in Syracuse.  Helen Zyma, 

Cindy Staley, Emily Gibson, Michelle Babbie, and Susan Langone all received grants 

http://www.wcny.org/
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and attended the conference.  Cindy, Helen, Emily, and Michelle reported on the 

conference and gave a synopsis of speakers and presentations.  They were in agreement 

that this was one of the best conferences they had attended.   

V. Steve Rozzi, Perma Bound Books – Steve Rozzi did a brief demonstration of the 

features available on the Perma Bound website.  One new feature is a Common Core tab 

that allows the user to compare the library collection with Common Core titles.  Also of 

interest is that Perma Bound is now offering books in paperback, if librarians wish to 

purchase paperbacks.  Perma Bound also offers books in electronic format; check the 

website for more information.  Shipping and processing on Perma Bound orders is free, 

and the company will also provide sample books, on request.   

VI.  Pat Skelly, ISS updates – Recently Pat was contacted by the Madison-Oneida and 

Jefferson-Lewis SLS Directors regarding satisfaction with OPALS automation.  They 

expressed concern about the Regional Union Catalog and some complaints that users 

have about the quality of marc records in the catalog.  They proposed a formal inquiry 

into the possibility of switching to Mandarin automation.  Pat canvassed our librarians in 

attendance at the meeting, and there was universal agreement that they did not want to 

switch automation systems and had no interest in exploring a change.  They expressed the 

opinion that while there were some bad marc records in the catalog, overall the system 

worked very well and they were very happy with the OPALS software. 

VII. Lunch with the Advisory Council – Lunch was provided by Steve Rozzi, and the SLS 

Advisory Council joined C3 members.   

 


